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Every day, cultural objects are subjected to smuggling 
and illicit trading. As these objects disappear, so do 

the entire chapters of humanity’s history.
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‘‘
ICOM (the International Council of Museums) was established in 1946 to represent museums 
and museum professionals worldwide. ICOM is committed to the promotion and protection 
of natural and cultural heritage, present and future, tangible and intangible. With a unique 
network of nearly 50,000 members in 115 countries and territories (2020), ICOM is active in 
a wide range of museum and heritage related disciplines.

Since its creation, ICOM has been speaking out against the 
illegal movement of cultural goods, and ICOM has used its 
network of experts to develop tools and best practices to help 
museum professionals protect heritage. In the event of a crisis, 
ICOM can also mobilise this global network of experts.

We declare ourselves strongly 
opposed to the illegal excavation 
and exportation, without the 
authority of the State, of objects 
which are considered of primary 
importance and of specific and 
unique national interest.

Point 6, Resolution No. 4 
ICOM General Assembly 1947

ICOM is a major actor and the only NGO in the expert network 
of six organisations recognised by the United Nations in the 
fight against illicit traffic in cultural goods, along with UNESCO, 
UNIDROIT, INTERPOL, WCO (World Customs Organisation) 
and UNODC (UN Office on Drugs and Crime). 

‘‘In 2000, the WCO and ICOM concluded a 
Memorandum of Understanding acknowledging 
the important role Customs plays in the fight 
against the illicit trafficking of cultural property. 
In view of our common objective, the WCO 
welcomes this new Red List for Southeast 
European Cultural Objects at Risk as another 
important and practical tool to help frontline 
Customs officers in executing controls on the 
cross-border movement of cultural goods.

Mariya POLNER
Senior Policy Advisor,  
Enforcement and Compliance 
SubDirectorate
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http://www.wcoomd.org/-/media/wco/public/global/pdf/about-us/partners/mou/044_mou.pdf?la=en


Fighting Illicit Traffic in Cultural Goods

Every day, somewhere in the world, objects are either 
stolen or looted in order to be illegally sold on the 
market, resulting in the irreparable loss of cultural 
material of great historical and scientific value.  
In recent years, illicit trafficking in art and antiquities 
has become a serious global security issue which 
transcends borders and whose impact reaches far 
beyond the loss of cultural heritage.

Illicit traffic...

... is a very large  
and lucrative criminal  

activity.

... involves transnational  
illegal networks  

and markets.

... finances other crimes.

... generates  
a loss of heritage.
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Fighting illicit traffic has become a real challenge, which 
requires a long-lasting involvement, complementary 
cooperative actions and the development of effective 
instruments and tools. 

Among the solutions advocated by experts, awareness-raising 
and control measures are essential in protecting movable 
heritage. This is why ICOM has designed the now world-renowned 
indispensable instruments in the preservation of the world’s cultural 
heritage: the Red Lists of Objects at Risk.

... awareness raising. ... strong legislation.

... cross-sectoral
cooperation.

... control measures. ... practical tools = 

ICOM’s Red List
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Fighting illicit traffic requires...

https://icom.museum/en/resources/standards-guidelines/objectid/
https://icom.museum/en/resources/red-lists/
https://www.obs-traffic.museum/
https://icom.museum/en/resources/standards-guidelines/code-of-ethics/


ICOM’s Red Lists

The Red Lists have become a major instrument in the fight against illicit traffic 
in cultural goods. They are internationally recognised, used and appreciated as an 
awareness raising and educational reference tool. Since 2000, ICOM has published 
Red Lists that detail categories of endangered cultural goods from all over the world.  
Among others: Latin America, Iraq, Afghanistan, Cambodia, Haiti, China, Egypt, 
Syria, West Africa, Yemen. Today ICOM has published 17 Red Lists which cover 47 
countries across four continents.  

Red Lists have been published for: 

Afghanistan (2006); Africa (2000) (which includes 
Burkina Faso, Chad, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Mali, 

Niger, Nigeria); Cambodia (2009); Central America 
and Mexico (2010) (which includes Belize, Costa Rica, El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama); 
China (2010); Colombia (2010); Dominican Republic 

(2013); Egypt (2011); Haiti (2010); Iraq (2003, updated in 
2015); Latin America (2003) (which includes Argentina, 

Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, French Guyana, Honduras, 

Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, 
Uruguay, Venezuela); Libya (2015); Peru (2007); Syria 

(2013); West Africa and Mali (2016) (which includes Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, 

Nigeria, Senegal, Togo); and Yemen (2018)
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The Red Lists are practical tools designed by ICOM’s museum and heritage experts 
which aim to help art and heritage professionals, law enforcement officials, and private 
citizens alike, identify cultural objects that are protected by national and international 
legislation for a country or a region. 

In order to facilitate identification, the Red Lists illustrate the categories or types of 
cultural items that are most likely to be illegally traded for a given region. Red Lists 
are not lists of stolen objects, and all images featured in Red Lists are of inventoried 
objects within the collections of recognised institutions worldwide. 

‘‘In combination with our existing 
tools, such as the ID-ART App and 
the Stolen works of art database, 
this new ICOM Red List for 
Southeast Europe is yet another tool 
at the disposal of INTERPOL and 
police officers that can helps us to 
protect cultural heritage. ICOM Red 
Lists are necessary to help identify 
cultural objects at risk in countries 
or regions.

ICOM distributes Red Lists to heritage professionals, universities, auction houses, 
military forces but mainly to police and customs officers. Any member of the public can 
download the Red Lists free of charge from the ICOM website. 

By circulating this information and 
awareness-raising, Red Lists contribute 
significantly to the identification, 
seizure and restitution of objects and 
the arrest of illegitimate operators.

6

Corrado Catesi
Coordinator, Works of Art Unit, 
INTERPOL



AFGHANISTAN

ANTIQUITIES AT RISK

R E D  L I S T  O F

R E D  L I S T  O F  

PERUVIAN 
ANTIQUITIES 

AT RISK

R E D  L I S T  O F   

CAMBODIAN 
ANTIQUITIES 

AT RISK

The International Council of Museums (ICOM) is the main inter-
national organisation of museums and museum professionals
committed to promoting and protecting the world’s natural and
cultural heritage, present and future, tangible and intangible.

With almost 30,000 members in 137 countries, ICOM is an
international network of museums and museum professionals
specialised in a wide range of museological and heritage-related
disciplines.

Created in 1946, ICOM is a non-profit non-governmental organisation
(NGO) maintaining formal relations with UNESCO and having a
consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC). 

The fight against the illicit trafficking of cultural objects is among
the top priorities of ICOM. The Red List of Chinese Cultural
Objects at Risk has been designed to prevent looting, theft, and
the illegal export and sale of cultural objects of China, and thus
to help protect the country’s cultural heritage. This publication is
an addition to the collection of Red Lists already published by
ICOM for Africa, Latin America, Iraq, Afghanistan, Peru, Cambodia,
Central America and Mexico, Haiti, and Colombia.

http://icom.museum

This Red List was developed with the generous support of:

Maison de l’UNESCO
1, rue Miollis - 75732 Paris Cedex 15 - France

Tel: +33 (0)1 47 34 05 00 - Fax: +33 (0)1 43 06 78 62
E-mail: secretariat@icom.museum - Website: http://icom.museum ©
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Introduction
China’s rich cultural heritage reflects the diversity
and complexity of the cultures that have flou-
rished there for the past ten millennia. Since the
mid-19th century, large numbers of invaluable
antiquities and other cultural objects have been
stolen, and many of them taken abroad. During
recent decades, in spite of increased efforts made
by the Chinese government to protect China’s
past through the enhancement of national and
international legislative and other collaborative
efforts, the looting of Chinese sites and the illicit
trade in antiquities for domestic as well as inter-
national markets have developed as serious
threats that cause irreparable harm to China’s
unique heritage. It is therefore the responsibility
of everyone – both inside and outside of China – to
help preserve this heritage for future generations.

Objective
This Red List has been designed as a tool to
assist museums, dealers in art and antiquities,
collectors, and customs and law enforcement
officials in the identification of objects that may
have been looted and illicitly exported from
China. To facilitate identification, the Red List
illustrates a number of categories of objects
that are at risk of being illicitly traded on the
international antiquities market. 

Objects of the types illustrated hereafter are
protected by Chinese legislation that specifically
prohibits their unauthorised export and sale.
Therefore, ICOM appeals to museums, auction
houses, dealers in art and antiquities, and
collectors not to purchase such objects without
first having checked thoroughly their origin and
provenance documentation.

Because of the great diversity of Chinese objects,
styles and periods, the Red List of Chinese
Cultural Objects at Risk is not exhaustive, and
any antiquity originating from China should be
subjected to detailed scrutiny and precautionary
measures.

RED LIST
OF CHINESE CULTURAL OBJECTS AT RISK

Eleven ICOM Red Lists published to date:

Red List of African Archaeological Objects, 2000

Red List of Latin American Cultural Objects at Risk, 2003

Emergency Red List of Iraqi Antiquities at Risk, 2003

Red List of Afghanistan Antiquities at Risk, 2006

Red List of Peruvian Antiquities at Risk, 2007

Red List of Cambodian Antiquities at Risk, 2009

Red List of Endangered Cultural Objects of Central America
and Mexico, 2009

Emergency Red List of Haitian Cultural Objects at Risk, 2010

Red List of Chinese Cultural Objects at Risk, 2010

Red List of Colombian Cultural Objects at Risk, 2010

Emergency Red List of Egyptian Cultural Objects at Risk, 2011

U.S. Department of State
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

The cultural heritage of China is protected 
by national and international laws and agreements:

NATIONAL LEGISLATION 

Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, Article 22
(4 December 1982)

Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China, Articles 151, 264, 
and 324 to 329 (1 July 1979) 

Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Cultural Relics
(19 November 1982)

Regulations concerning the Implementation of the Law 
of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Cultural Relics

(13 May 2003)

Protection and Management Methods on Hominid and Ancient
Vertebrate Fossils (3 July 2006)

Administrative Measures for the Entry-Exit Examination 
and Verification of Cultural Relics (3 July 2007)

Standards for the Entry-Exit Examination and Verification 
of Cultural Relics (3 April 2007)

Interim Provisions on the Limitation of the Export of Works 
of the Famous Late Painters after 1949, and Interim Provisions 

on the Limitation of the Export of Works of the Famous Late 
Painters from 1795 to 1949 (15 November 2001)

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS

Convention
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict

(The Hague, 14 May 1954)

UNESCO Convention 
on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit 

Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property
(Paris, 14 November 1970)

UNIDROIT Convention
on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects 

(Rome, 24 June 1995)

BILATERAL AGREEMENTS

The Government of the People’s Republic of China has signed 
agreements or memorandums of understanding

on the prevention of stealing, excavation and illegal trafficking 
of cultural goods with the following countries:

Australia, Chile, Cyprus, Ethiopia, Greece, India, Italy, Peru,
Philippines, Turkey, United States of America, and Venezuela.

If you suspect an item may be the object of illicit trade, please contact:
State Administration of Cultural Heritage

No. 10, Chaoyangmen North Street
Beijing 100020
People’s Republic of China
Tel: +86 10-59881572
Fax: +86 10-59881573
E-mail: redlist@sach.gov.cn

Ministry of Public Security

No. 14, Eastern Chang’an Street 
Beijing 100016
People’s Republic of China
Tel: +86 10-66264873
Fax: +86 10-66263113

Stone statue of Buddha, Tang Dynasty, 98 x 28 cm.
© China Relic Information Consultation Centre

R E D  L I S T  O F

CHINESE
CULTURAL

OBJECTS 
AT RISK 

R E D  L I S T  O F  

COLOMBIAN
CULTURAL

OBJECTS 
AT RISK

       

R E D  L I S T

OF HAITIAN 
CULTURAL OBJECTS 

AT RISK

The cultural heritage of Egypt is protected by the following national 
and international laws and bilateral agreements:

NATIONAL LEGISLATION 

By-law of March 1869 on “Antiquities items”, 
including Regulatory dispositions for excavations to prevent 

the smuggling of antiquities.

By-law of March 1874 on Undiscovered antiquities 
irrespective of their location are property of the government. 

Decree of 1835 Banning the unauthorized removal of antiquities 
from the country (15 August 1835).

Decree of 1897 Concerning the Punishment for illegal excavation 
(12 August 1897).  

Law No. 14 of 1912 on Antiquities, 12 June 1912. 

Ministerial Decree No. 50 of 8 December 1912  
on Antiquities trade and authorisation.

Ministerial Decree No. 52 of 8 December 1912  
on the Ruling on excavations.

Ministerial Decree of 10 February 1921 on the Export of antiquities.

Law No. 14 of 29 January 1931 on the Protection of cultural objects 
found near and around Al Moallaka.

Rule No. 10613 of 6 March 1952  
on Regulations for the commerce in antiquities.

Law No. 215 of 31 October 1951 on the Protection of antiquities, 
as amended by Rule No. 10614 of 6 March 1952  

on the Export of antiquities.

Law No. 215 of 31 October 1951 on the Protection of antiquities, 
as amended by Rule No. 10614 of 6 March 1952 

on the Protection of antiquities.

Rule No. 10827 of 17 August 1952 on the Ruling regarding excavations.

Law No. 117 of the year 1983 Concerning the issuance 
of antiquities’ protection law (11 August 1983).

Article 12 of the Constitution, revised on 25 May 2005.�  

Law No. 117 of 1983, as amended by Law No. 3 of 2010 (14 February 
2010), Promulgating the antiquities’ protection law (6 August 1983).

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS

The Hague Convention of 14 May 1954 
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 
Conflict with Regulations for the Execution of the Convention 

(Ratified, 17 August 1955), the First Protocol (Ratified, 17 August 1955) 
and the Second Protocol (Ratified, 3 August 2005).

UNESCO Convention of 14 November 1970 
on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import,  

Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property  
(Accepted, 5 April 1973).

UNESCO Convention of 16 November 1972 Concerning the Protection 
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage  

(Ratified, 7 February 1974).

BILATERAL AGREEMENTS

Austria – China – Comoros – Cuba – Ecuador – El Salvador 
Greece – India – Ireland – Italy – Jordan – Kazakhstan – Maldives 

Peru  – South Korea – Switzerland

 

Should you suspect that a cultural object originating from Egypt  
may be stolen, looted or illegally exported, please contact:

Ministry of Antiquities

3 El-Adel Abu Bakr St., Zamalek, Cairo, Egypt 
 
Minister’s Office

Tel: +20 2 27 36 56 45 / +20 2 27 35 87 61 
Fax: +20 2 27 35 72 39 
 
Department for Repatriation of Antiquities

Tel/Fax: +20 2 27 35 45 33 
E-mail: redlistegypt@gmail.com 
 

The Egyptian Museum

Midan al-Tahrir, Downtown Cairo, Cairo, Egypt 
Tel: +20 2 25 79 69 48 
Fax: +20 2 25 79 69 74 
E-mail:  egyptianmuseum@hotmail.com 

The International Council of Museums (ICOM) is the main international organisation 
of museums and museum professionals committed to promoting and protecting the 
world’s natural and cultural heritage, present and future, tangible and intangible.  

With almost 30,000 members in 137 countries, ICOM is an international network 
of museums and museum professionals specialised in a wide range of museological 
and heritage-related disciplines.  

Created in 1946, ICOM is a non-profit non-governmental organisation (NGO) 
maintaining formal relations with UNESCO and having a consultative status with the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council. 

The fight against the illicit trafficking in cultural objects is among ICOM’s highest 
priorities. The Emergency Red List of Egyptian Cultural Objects at Risk has been 
designed to raise awareness on the smuggling and illicit trade of cultural goods from 
Egypt, thus aiding in protecting the country’s cultural and historical heritage.

ICOM wishes to thank the members of ICOM’s International Committee for Egyptology 
(CIPEG) and Egypt’s national museums, as well as the Ministry of Antiquities of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, for their unwavering commitment towards the success of 
this project.  

The Emergency Red List of Egyptian Cultural Objects at Risk is the eleventh 
publication in ICOM’s Red Lists series, following those for Africa, Latin America, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Peru, Cambodia, Central America and Mexico, Haiti, China and 
Colombia. The Emergency Red List of Egyptian Cultural Objects at Risk is ICOM’s 
third Emergency Red List publication, with Iraq and Haiti being the first two. 

http://icom.museum

With the generous support of:

Maison de l’UNESCO
1, rue Miollis - 75732 Paris Cedex 15 - France

Tel: +33 (0)1 47 34 05 00 - Fax: +33 (0)1 43 06 78 62
E-mail: secretariat@icom.museum - Website: http://icom.museum ©
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U.S. Department of State
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

Introduction
Egypt is home to a world-renowned and diverse 
cultural heritage. Preventing the smuggling 
and illicit trafficking of the country’s cultural 
objects is a constant preoccupation. Now, 
faced with an extraordinary situation, Egyptian 
heritage requires increased protection.

Vulnerable Egyptian artefacts range from those 
relating to daily life to those of a religious or 
ceremonial nature. They may be taken from 
archaeological sites and museums, or similar 
institutions. Artefacts originating from any 
of the nation’s historical periods are highly 
sought-after, most common amongst them 
are those from the Pharaonic and Nubian era, 
as well as Graeco-Roman, Coptic and Islamic 
periods.

Egypt recognises that the illicit excavation of 
archaeological sites destroys an object’s context 
and diminishes its cultural and historical 
significance. The resulting gaps in knowledge 
impoverish the understanding of Egypt’s rich 
past and, consequently, important chapters in the 
development of mankind. Since 1869, Egypt 
has created and further enhanced the legal 
framework protecting its cultural heritage.  
The Egyptian government has multiplied efforts 
aimed at countering illicit trafficking, thus 
demonstrating its long-term commitment to the 
protection of the nation’s heritage.

Despite these efforts, theft, looting and illegal 
export remain constant threats. Fighting the illicit 
trade in cultural goods is a global responsibility 
to protect and preserve Egypt’s rich heritage, 
one that provides insight into the cultural, 
artistic, scientific and historical evolution of 
all mankind. 

Purpose
The fight against illicit traffic in cultural goods 
requires the enhancement of both legal instruments 
and practical tools disseminating information 
and raising public awareness.

The Emergency Red List of Egyptian Cultural 
Objects at Risk aims to help art and heritage 
professionals and law enforcement officials 
identify Egyptian objects that are protected by 
national and international legislations. In order 
to facilitate identification, the Emergency Red 
List describes the categories or types of cultural 
items that are most likely to be illegally bought 
and sold. 

Museums, auction houses, art dealers and 
collectors are encouraged not to acquire these 
objects without having carefully and thoroughly 
researched their origin and all the relevant 
legal documentation. Due to the great diversity 
of objects, styles and periods, the Emergency 
Red List of Egyptian Cultural Objects at Risk 
is far from exhaustive. Any cultural good that 
could have originated in Egypt should be subjected 
to detailed scrutiny and precautionary measures. 

Eleven ICOM Red Lists published to date:
Red List of African Archaeological Objects, 2000
Red List of Latin American Cultural Objects at Risk, 2003
Emergency Red List of Iraqi Antiquities at Risk, 2003
Red List of Afghanistan Antiquities at Risk, 2006
Red List of Peruvian Antiquities at Risk, 2007
Red List of Cambodian Antiquities at Risk, 2009
Red List of Endangered Cultural Objects of Central America 
and Mexico, 2009
Emergency Red List of Haitian Cultural Objects at Risk, 2010
Red List of Chinese Cultural Objects at Risk, 2010
Red List of Colombian Cultural Objects at Risk, 2010
Emergency Red List of Egyptian Cultural Objects at Risk, 2011

RED LIST OF EGYPTIAN 
CULTURAL OBJECTS AT RISK 

3. Quartzite head of an Amarna princess, New Kingdom, Dynasty 18 
(ca. 1353 - 1336 BC), 7 x 9 cm. © Egyptian Museum, Cairo / Ahmed Amin

4. Painted limestone group statue of Kaemheset with his Wife and Son, 
Old Kingdom, Dynasty 6 (ca. 2323 - 2200 BC), 54 x 36 x 43 cm.  
© Egyptian Museum, Cairo / Ahmed Amin

5. Painted limestone shabti (funerary figurine) of Sennedjem, New Kingdom, 
Dynasty 19 (ca. 1279 - 1213 BC), 28.8 x 9 cm.  
© Egyptian Museum, Cairo / Ahmed Amin

6. Granite block statue of Khnumibre, Karnak, Ptolemaic Period (332 - 30 BC), 
55 x 24 cm. © Egyptian Museum, Cairo

 
 Statues

Ceramics: Glazed or painted shabtis (funerary figurines) 
in faience and/or pottery. [illus. 1] 

Metal: Bronze statues representing gods, goddesses, 
animals or animal hybrids. [illus. 2]

Stone: Human figures in quartzite, limestone and granite. 
Painted and/or inscribed. Representing members of the royal family,  
scribes, people and gods. [illus. 3–4–5–6]

3

1.  Gilded faience shabti of Heqareshu, New Kingdom, Dynasty 18 (ca. 1550 - 1295 BC), 
17.5 x 5.5 cm. © Egyptian Museum, Cairo / Sameh Abdel Mohsen

2.  Bronze striding statue of the goddess Neith, Late Period, Dynasty 26 (ca. 688 - 525 BC), 
14 cm.© Egyptian Museum, Cairo / Sameh Abdel Mohsen

IMPORTANT NOTE: A Red List is NOT a list of actual stolen objects. The cultural goods depicted are of inventoried objects 
within the collections of recognised institutions. They serve to illustrate the categories of cultural goods protected by legislation 
and most vulnerable to illicit traffic. ICOM wishes to thank all of the institutions and people who so generously provided the 
photographs presented in the Emergency Red List for Egypt.

   PREDYNASTIC, PROTODYNASTIC, PHARAONIC AND NUBIAN ERA
(5200 - 332 BC)

RED LIST OF EGYPTIAN 
CULTURAL OBJECTS AT RISK 

21

4

 

5 6

 Textile (fragments) and accessories
Textiles: Cotton, linen, silk or wool, often dyed with a variety of colours. Designs may include a band 
inscribed with the names and title of the ruler, geometric forms and/or vegetal motifs. [illus. 46]

Jewellery: Necklaces, bracelets, earrings and rings, in gold, silver and other metals, sometimes 
with precious stones. [illus. 47–48]

 Books, documents, and manuscripts
Papyrus, parchment or paper (usually made from linen) manuscripts written in ink. Books or leafs 
bound in leather, with calligraphy and illuminations. [illus. 49–50]

 
49. Medical prescription by Ibn El Afeif, Fostat, Mamluk Period 
(9th century AH / 15th century AD), 16 x 10 cm. © Museum of Islamic Art, Cairo

50. Qur’an kareem in thuluth script in black and red ink with gold illuminated 
paper and stamped leather binding, Mamluk Period (AH 842 - 857 / AD 1438 - 1453), 
8 x 11 cm. © Museum of Islamic Art, Cairo

48
46.  Block-printed linen fragment, Mamluk Period (8th century AH / 14th century AD), 
33 x 21 cm. © Museum of Islamic Art, Cairo

47.  Gold necklace, Ayyubid Dynasty (AH 549 - 628 / AD 1171 - 1250), 24 cm. 
© Museum of Islamic Art, Cairo

48.  Two gold bracelets decorated with filigree and superimposed coils, 
Fatimid era (5th century AH / 11th century AD), Ø 6.7 - 7.2 cm. 
© Museum of Islamic Art, Cairo

46

49

ISLAMIC ERA (continued)
(AD 640 - 1805)      RED LIST 

OF EGYPTIAN CULTURAL OBJECTS AT RISK
R E D  L I S T  O F 

EGYPTIAN 
CULTURAL 

OBJECTS AT RISK 
47

50

L I S T A  R O J A 

 DE BIENES 
CULTURALES 

DOMINICANOS 
EN PELIGRO 

R E D  L I S T  O F 

SYRIAN
CULTURAL OBJECTS 

AT RISK 
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R E D  L I S T  O F 

IRAQI
CULTURAL OBJECTS 

AT RISK 
2015 Update

R E D  L I S T  O F 

LIBYAN
CULTURAL OBJECTS 

AT RISK 

R E D  L I S T  O F 

WEST AFRICAN 
CULTURAL 

OBJECTS AT RISK

MALI

RED LIST 
OF WEST AFRICAN CULTURAL OBJECTS AT RISK

AND                              MALI

©
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R E D  L I S T  O F 

CULTURAL 
OBJECTS AT RISK

YEMEN

       RED LIST 
OF CULTURAL OBJECTS AT RISK - YEMEN

RED LIST 
OF SOUTHEAST EUROPEAN CULTURAL OBJECTS AT RISK

R E D  L I S T  O F 

SOUTHEAST 
EUROPEAN 

CULTURAL OBJECTS 
AT RISK

2000 2003 2006 2007 2009

2010

RED LIST OF

ENDANGERED 
CULTURAL

OBJECTS
OF

CENTRAL AMERICA
AND MEXICO

Belize
Costa Rica
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https://icom.museum/en/ressource/red-list-of-west-african-cultural-objects-at-risk/
https://icom.museum/en/ressource/emergency-red-list-of-cultural-objects-at-risk-yemen/
https://icom.museum/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/ICOM_RL-SEE_Website_20211013_EN_Final.pdf
https://icom.museum/en/ressource/red-list-of-endangered-cultural-objects-of-central-america-and-mexico/


‘‘Due diligence is an important process in the legal acquisition of all 
cultural objects, and a key feature of the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention. 
ICOM Red Lists are important not only because they raise awareness 
to illicit trafficking, but because they constitute a precious tool to 
implement provenance research and due diligence, just as describe in 
Article 4 (4) of the Convention. UNIDROIT and ICOM are long standing 
partners in the fight against illicit trafficking in cultural objects and 
we look forward to continuing our collaboration to set standards and 
disseminate tools to our own members and the wider public. With this 
new Red List for Southeast European Cultural Objects at Risk – the first 
ICOM Red List to focus on part of the European continent – ICOM also 
reminds that no region is untouched by illicit trafficking.

Marina SCHNEIDER
Principal Legal Officer & Treaties Depositary

Over the last decade, the seizure and return of thousands of stolen objects by police and 
customs officials have been credited to the use of the Red Lists. 
Recent examples include: 

HSI Pacific Northwest investigation, CBP seizure result in transfer of 51 ancient coins to 
University of Washington for historical research (19 Feb 2021).

The Netherlands is cooperating in the return of archaeological objects to Iraq (6 May 2021).

8

https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/hsi-pacific-northwest-investigation-cbp-seizure-result-transfer-51-ancient-coins
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/hsi-pacific-northwest-investigation-cbp-seizure-result-transfer-51-ancient-coins
https://www.government.nl/latest/news/2021/05/06/the-netherlands-is-cooperating-in-the-return-of-archaeological-objects-to-iraq


Preserving Southeast European  
Cultural Heritage

While the recent history of Southeast Europe has seen conflict and political upheaval 
which also led to the destruction and loss of cultural heritage, the contemporary 
and ongoing loss of heritage from the regi0n caused by thefts and illegal 
excavations is something altogether different and no country has been spared.  
Despite strong national laws and enforcement, museums and other cultural institutions 
have been victims of theft, and archaeological sites have experienced unregulated 
excavations and looting. 
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The creation of the Red List of Southeast 
European Cultural Objects at Risk 
was decided following a series of expert 
workshops on the protection of cultural 
goods in the Southeast Europe region. 
These seminars concluded that ICOM’s 
Red Lists would benefit the countries 
of this region, highlighting the need for 
regional-level tools and actions to 
combat illegal trafficking in cultural goods.

The Red List of Southeast European 
Cultural Objects at Risk was designed 
in cooperation with ICOM experts from 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia, Republic of Moldova, 

Romania, Serbia and Slovenia, and 
features objects from recognised cultural 
institution from all these countries to 
illustrate the types of cultural goods under 
threat throughout this region. 

The essential purpose of this Red List of 
Southeast Europe Cultural Objects 
at Risk is to contribute to the protection 
of cultural heritage by focusing on the 
areas most affected by illicit traffic. The 
dissemination of this Red List is also 
critical to the success of the project. This is 
the reason why the Red List will be widely 
distributed by ICOM and its National 
Committees, both in print and digital 
format. 

‘‘UNESCO recognizes that ICOM Red Lists are 
a fundamental tool to fight against the illicit 
trafficking of cultural property and to raise 
awareness about our global responsibility to 
protect cultural heritage. This global responsibility 
demands continuous efforts regarding training, 
the development of inventories, the use and 
improvement of existing tools. ICOM is a key partner 
of UNESCO and through our joint cooperation we 
will continue to strengthen the implementation of the 
UNESCO 1970 Convention.

Lazare ELOUNDOU ASSOMO 
Director, Culture and 
Emergencies, Culture Sector, 
UNESCO



From Design to Launch

Supporting publication of a Red List is a concrete action to protect cultural objects 
at risk, and a clear message sent to the international community on the shared 
commitment to preserve a region’s memory and heritage. And in a perfect 
indication of the expert’s dedication to this project, and their united commitment 
to protect cultural heritage more broadly, work on this Red List continued online 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020-21.

This Red List features over 110 objects, from 
over 40 registered cultural institutions 
across Southeast Europe. This Red List 
will be ICOM’s 18th Red List, and when trans-
lated into ICOM’s three official languages, as 
well as other envisioned languages, it is expec-
ted to be the most translated ICOM Red 
List ever. As well as ensuring increased awar-
eness raising, and maximising the potential to 
protect heritage, the translated versions of the 
Red List will also carry the logo of the spon-
sors who will in turn benefit from this increased 
visibility. The translations already confirmed in 
Croatian and French will be carry the logo of the 
following institutions that accepted to contri-
bute to these translations:

Croatian version
Croatian Ministry of Culture

French version
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The launch of a Red List is a high-profile event accompanied by an important press 
campaign and public events. 
The Red List of Southeast Europe Cultural Objects at Risk will be officially 
launched online together with events in countries involved in this project.
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‘‘
ICOM’s Partners, International Cooperation 
and Distribution of the Red List

Copies of this Red List will be distributed by ICOM and its National Committees 
to our partners in museums and cultural institutions, police, and customs across the ten 
countries in the region. This Red List will also be available to download, free of charge, 
from the ICOM website (www.icom.museum). 

To share information and promote this tool, ICOM can also count on its partners in this 
work, including Interpol, UNESCO, UNIDROIT and WCO. 

To respond to the illicit trafficking of cultural 
property, Customs needs tools and know-how. 
This new Red List for Southeast European 
Cultural Objects at Risk, when deployed within 
the framework of the WCO PITCH training 
and disseminated through the specialized 
WCO ARCHEO platform – represents 
not just an important awareness 
raising exercise for countering 
illicit trafficking of cultural 
property, but is another practical 
tool that will help Customs in 
the field to protect heritage from 
looting and plundering.

Mariya POLNER
Senior Policy Advisor,  
Enforcement and Compliance 
SubDirectorate
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https://icom.museum/en/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2018/november/wco-publishes-new-tool-in-the-prevention-of-illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-heritage.aspx


Contact
ICOM National Committees

ICOM Albania
Chair: Edlira ANDONI
edaandoni@yahoo.it

ICOM Bosnia and Herzegovina
Chair: Alma LEKA 
lekaalma@hotmail.com

ICOM Bulgaria
Chair: Mila SANTOVA 
mila_santova@yahoo.com
Secretary: bnc_icom@abv.bg

ICOM Croatia
Chair: Željka MODRIĆ SURINA 
chair@icom-croatia.hr
Secretary: office@icom-croatia.hr

ICOM Montenegro
Chair: Anastazija MIRANOVIĆ 
anastazijam@t-com.me
Secretary: icom.montenegro@gmail.com

ICOM North Macedonia
Chair: Maja CHANKULOVSKA-
MIHAJLOVSKA 
majacankulovska@yahoo.com; 
Secretary: perekutika@yahoo.com

ICOM Republic of Moldova
Chair: Valeria SURUCEANU 
lera.art@gmail.com
Secretary: lucia.postica@yahoo.com

ICOM Romania
Chair: Dan Octavian PAUL 
dopaul09@gmail.com   
Secretary: icomromania@gmail.com

ICOM Serbia
Chair: Nikola KRSTOVIĆ  
nkrstovic2012@gmail.com
Secretary: icom.serbia@gmail.com

ICOM Slovenia
Chair: Kaja ŠIROK
sirokkaja@gmail.com
Secretary: icom.slovenija@muzej-nz.si  

ICOM Headquarters, Paris

ICOM Secretariat - Heritage Protection Department:
Sophie DELEPIERRE, Head of Department
Elsa URTIZVEREA, Coordinator
Ted OAKES, Assistant
red.lists@icom.museum
illicit-traffic@icom.museum 
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